





Triple digit temperatures and little if any rainfall in most areas of the 
State caused crop conditions to decline significantly during the week. 
Iowa farmers not only faced hot, dry conditions but insect populations 
are on the rise with many fields being treated.  
 
There were 6.9 days suitable for fieldwork statewide during the past 
week. Topsoil moisture levels declined to 48 percent very short, 
40 percent short, 12 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Central 
and South Central Iowa are the driest with at least 96 percent of the 
topsoil moisture rated short to very short. Subsoil moisture dropped to 
38 percent very short, 44 percent short, 18 percent adequate, and 
0 percent surplus. 
 
Sixty-two percent of the corn crop is at or beyond the tasseling stage, 
well ahead of last year’s 3 percent and the five-year average of 
16 percent. Forty-eight percent of the corn crop is silking, nearly two 
weeks ahead of normal. Corn condition is reported at 5 percent very 
poor, 13 percent poor, 36 percent fair, 40 percent good, and 6 percent 
excellent. The combined good to excellent percentage of 46 is at the 
lowest level for the first week of July since 1993. Fifty-two percent of 
the soybean crop is blooming, ahead of last year’s 29 percent and the 
five-year average of 34 percent. Soybean condition is rated 4 percent 
very poor, 11 percent poor, 37 percent fair, 42 percent good, and 
6 percent excellent. Ninety-two percent of the oat crop has turned color, 
well ahead of last year’s 38 percent and the five-year average of 
49 percent. Forty-five percent of the oat crop has been harvested, almost 
three weeks ahead of normal. Oat condition is rated 4 percent very poor, 
16 percent poor, 36 percent fair, 40 percent good, and 4 percent 
excellent. Harvest of second cutting of alfalfa hay, at 90 percent 
complete, is a month ahead of the normal pace. Hay condition is rated 
9 percent very poor, 20 percent poor, 42 percent fair, 28 percent good, 
and 1 percent excellent.  
Just under one-half of Iowa’s pasture and range land is rated in poor to 
very poor condition. Pasture and range condition rated 16 percent very 
poor, 33 percent poor, 37 percent fair, 13 percent good, and 1 percent 
excellent. The excessive heat also caused stress for livestock with some 
deaths being reported. 
 
IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY 
Provided by Harry Hillaker, State Climatologist 
Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 
 
It was a very hot and dry week across Iowa.  Temperatures were far 
above normal until the weekend when a cool front brought relief to the 
northwest on Saturday (7th) and statewide on Sunday (8th).  Triple digit 
temperatures were recorded in some areas from Wednesday through 
Saturday.  Keosauqua reached 99 degrees or higher every day from 
Monday through Saturday while the highest temperatures in the state so 
far this year were recorded on Saturday when Bloomfield, Fairfield, 
Fort Madison, Iowa City, Lamoni, Osceola, Oskaloosa and Rathbun 
Dam all reached 105 degrees.  The week’s lowest temperatures were 
recorded on Sunday (8th) morning at Estherville, Mason City, Sheldon 
and Swea City with 61 degree readings.  Temperatures for the week as a 
whole averaged 9.3 degrees above normal.  There was no widespread 
rain during the week with only a few isolated thunderstorms which were 
most numerous over central Iowa on Thursday morning and over east 
central Iowa on Saturday evening.  The vast majority of Iowa saw no 
rain during the week while the greatest rain amount reported was 
1.72 inches near Delmar in Clinton County.  The statewide average 
precipitation was 0.02 inch while normal for the week is 1.07 inches.  
This was Iowa’s driest week in 21 weeks (early February). 
 




Poor Fair Good Excellent 
 (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) 
Corn  ......................... 
Soybeans  ................. 
Oats  .......................... 
Hay, all  ..................... 






































Avg NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) 
Corn tasseled  ........................................  
Corn silked  ............................................  
Soybeans bloomed  ................................  
Oats turned color  ...................................  
Oats harvested for grain  ........................  
























































































Year NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) 
Days suitable  ...........  6.9 6.8 6.8 7.0 6.8 6.8 7.0 7.0 6.9 6.9 6.4 5.7 
 (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) 
Topsoil moisture 
    Very short  ............  
    Short  ....................  
    Adequate  .............  
    Surplus  ................  
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Very short  ............  
    Short  ....................  
    Adequate  .............  
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Station 
Current Week Since April 1 
Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F 
High Low Avg. DFN Total DFN Total DFN Total DFN 
North West District 
Estherville  .......................... 
Sioux Center  ...................... 
Spencer  ............................. 









































 North Central District 
Britt  .................................... 
Dakota City  ........................ 
Mason City  ......................... 









































 North East District 
Decorah  ............................. 
Dubuque  ............................ 
Elkader  .............................. 
Fayette  ............................... 



















































 West Central District 
Carroll  ................................ 
Castana  ............................. 
Guthrie Center  ................... 
Harlan  ................................ 
Jefferson  ............................ 
Logan ................................. 
Rockwell City  ..................... 
Sac City  ............................. 



























































































 Central District 
Boone  ................................ 
Des Moines  ........................ 
Grundy Center  ................... 
Marshalltown  ...................... 
Newton  .............................. 
Perry  .................................. 







































































 East Central District 
Cedar Rapids  ..................... 
Davenport  .......................... 
Iowa City  ............................ 
Lowden  .............................. 
Maquoketa  ......................... 





























































 South West District 
Atlantic  ............................... 
Clarinda  ............................. 
Glenwood  .......................... 
Red Oak  ............................ 



















































 South Central District 
Allerton  .............................. 
Beaconsfield  ...................... 
Chariton  ............................. 
Indianola  ............................ 



















































 South East District 
Bloomfield  .......................... 
Burlington  .......................... 
Ottumwa  ............................ 









































 Precipitation (rain, melted snow or ice) in inches.  Precipitation Days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more.  Air Temperatures in Degrees 
Fahrenheit.  Copyright 2012:  AWIS, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 
